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A DIALOGUE between ¥ES5T' and EARNEST 
Concerning the TJ ME S. 








From Saturday Detober the 2 3th. to Cucsdap the 2614. 1703. 
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Feff TOR Heav'ns fake hold my Back, or I 

fhall drop down with Laughing, Every 
Line i read of this Fellow’s Compofing almoit 
tickles me to death. Let the World fay what 
they will of Nob’s Writings, Lil ftand by it 
that they are very Diverting ; and fince a Man 
cannot be faid to be faii’n into Nonience, that 
never was above it, Itake him to be an Author 
of Perfeveraice, which is more than I can fay 
of a great many who cannot keep their Temper. 

Earn. What the De'l’s upon the Anvilnow! 
You're always a Grinning as if you had found 
a Mare’s Neft, and it’s the gicateit Difficulty 
to get you into any Difcourie that is ferious. 
Prithee thew thy felf Communicative, and let 
your Fricnds bear a Part in your Merriment. 

Feft. Look on Wob’s laft Penny Libel here, 
and you'll lay afide your Gravity in an inftant. 
He has itely made a Trip to the Play-houfe, 
tho’? he had not Wit cnough to write that to 
Scotland, and gives vs the merrieft Account as 
ever wa: done by the Pen of a Fanatick Scrib- 
ler. H re’s the De’el and all of hard Names, 
he call, one of us Young Saffold, on account, | 
fuppofe of the Advertifement in one of our Pa- 
pers concerning the Elixir Antimonarchicon , 
the Treafurer of the New Theatre, fack ina 
Box, becaufe he has the Misfortune to wear a 
Chriftian Name that is render’d unchriftian al- 
moit by his being diftingnifh’d by it, and Davis 
the Door-kceper, who is a Peace-Officer , and 
ought to take him up forit; Cerberus, a meer Hell 
Dog, when he made it his Bufinefs to fix him- 
felf between two Whores , alsas Hell Cats, 
which was enongh to have given his Miller’s 
Wife a Fit of the Spicen, had the feen his Sooty 
Countenance there. 

Earn. Truly, Iam fomewhat reconcil’d to 
the Man, he is refolv’d to be underftood for a 
Fool now, when he has been all the while be- 
fore this Paper, rendring himfelf as unintelli- 
gible as he could, by Regicide’s, Foggy Ar- 
guments, and Myiterious Affertions. But | 
cannot but take Notice how ready he is tolug 
poor King Fames into his Paper Head and 
Shoulders. He tells us t¢ coft him Half a Crown 
to fee the Flay, when to my Knowledge his 
Printer would allow him but EighteenPence,and 
he was feenin the Middle Gallery with a Grocer 
on Snow-bhill ; and that the Ticket he took to carry 
him thither, made him look ltke one of King James's 
Troopers, which might well enough have been, 
for he knows excellently well how to play at 
Hide and Seek, or a certain Officer of the 





Qucen’s would have laid Hands on him before 
this time. 

Yet. You miftake him, he is now Reviving 
his old Trade in order to appear before the 
next Seflions of Parliament, and has as many 
frivolous Complaints to lay before ‘em, as 2 
Toothlefs cold Woman make: over a Winter 
Fire, of being flighted in he: declining Years, 
or a Supcrannuated Poet in the Declenfion of 
decay’d Hexameters or Pentameters. 

Earn, All this may be. Ihave more Manners 
thaa to tell him that he comes of a Lying Fa- 
mily, and I wifhhe may be Serviceable to the 
Government, which, if 1 have Eyes to fee, he 
is wholly taken-up in Undermining. Rut to 
the Butinefs in hand, and to fhew youthat he 
is no more a Judge of Mufick, than he is of 
its Sifter Poctry, he gives the World to un- 
derftand that the Mufick began to play, and 
that there was a Not/e of Fiddles, Bagpipes. Old 
Keys and Tongs, &c. when there is avery ex- 
cellent Band of Muficians there, and among the 
reft three Gentlemen as Celebrated as any now 
living, which are Mr. Dean upon the Violin, 
Mr. Franeifco upon the Ba/s-Viol, and Mr. Smith 
upon the Haxtboy. 

Feft. But whom does he mean by three the 
Jack Puddings that appear‘d on the Stage ? 

Rarn. Have not the Hawkers nam’d ’em ovr 
and over laff Week! For my part thefe Ears 
of mine ring with ’em ftill, and Mr: Powel, 
Mr. Booth and Mr. Pack, come into my Memory 
before 1 am well awake; and I cannot but 
Laugh to think, how the Blanket which they 
have-provided for him and his Countryman, 
would have tofs’d up them and their Filail to- 
gether, had they been fo Fool-hardy as to have 
attempied what they threaten at a Diftance. 
{bis abexcuffo miffus in Aftra Sago, Good Mafter 
Obifervator, tho’ if you fhew your felf no bet- 
ter a Critick next time than yon have this, 
you will be below being taken Notice of. 

Jeit. Inmy Opinion he owns that the words 
which were fpoken took with the Audience; 
for hetelis usthey Clapd at every Turn; tho’ 
he very mannerly calls the Nobility and Gentry 
which werethere,fo many Butchers;not withftand~ 
ing he has taken greatCase toContradiét himfelf, 
and to prove itno Silly Stuff, by quoting the 
beft Lines of it; and { think my felf oblig’d 
to acquit the Players in this one thing, that they 
did not Speak the Second and Third Paragraph 
which he makes mention of, which is enough 
to fatisfie the Publick, that the Rights of the 
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Crown were not Difputed upon the Stage, 
which he falfly Infinuates, tho I cannot fee why 
they fhould not be afferted in a Place which 
is Licens'’d by It, as well as in every Paultry 
Coffeehoufe over :a Pipe. . 

Earnef.. But where are his Reafons for dif- 
liking what he Excepts againft? Are Criticks 
usd to Condemn any thing without aflign- 
ing fome Caufe or other for fo doing? This 
is a new way of examining Metre, by calling 
it Infipid Dogrel, without aiming at any Proof. 

fest Where are his Reafons, fay you ? 
Where fhould they be? Juft where they have 
ever been from his Infancy. That's a pretty 
Queftion indeed, for a Man of your Senfe to 
Ask; Is it not enough to fay that the Perfon 
who wrotethe Prologue Lampoon'd Her Ma- 
jefty, becaufe he Affirms She [prung from Stuarts 
Race, and is the Grandanghter of King Charles 
the Martyr? Fye upon you, tiais a Reafon 
good enough for a Man of hi: Kidney, who 
has not Common Charity for any one that owes 
his Defcent tothat Lijuftrious Houfe; and you 
may take another as good as that along with 
you, by which he would prove, That the 
Queen had no Claim to tae Crown, but what 
She receiv’d by Vote of Patiiament. 

Earn. Prithee, Why fo? I «ll along tock 
Her to be King James Daughter-——!y~ iume 
he dares not deny it And if v.48, She 
muft confequently have a Claim precedent to 
the Choice of Parliaments. 

Jeff. He proves it thus, and ftrikes all Op- 
ponents as Dead as a Door-Nail, by faying, 
She had no Claim, becaufe She laid none. As if 
a Man can’eé havea Right to an Eftate, with- 
out Pleading that Right in open Court. And 
‘as for the Family of the Stzarrs being obligd 
to Demand the Song of fuch an Infignicant 
Scribler, as he calls Young Saffold the Author, 
I prefumea Prince may be faid to demand the 
Refpect and Duty of his Subjetts, at the fame 
timethat he does not put himfelf to the Trou- 
ble of asking it. | 

Jeff. The Ufage he has treated *emwith, 
fhews he knew neither, he is fo much miftaken 
in their Sacred Characters, and to let us know 
what Sentiments he has of Her preient Majetty, 
he calls thefe two Lines that aim at Part of her 
Royal Character, and which he fhould have 
faid Amen to, Stuff. 


The Beft of Queens, and moft Belov’d of Names, 
The beft of Subjects and of Wifhes Claims, 


He likewife falls upon you about the old Ar- 
gument, and would draw you into a Premunire 
if hecould, and have you itand toyour Affer- 
tion, that there are Three Effates in Parliament 
befidesthe King. You weretelling me to’ther 
Day you had three or four Authorities more in 
relation to that Subject. 

Earn. So I have, and here they are at your 
Service. «1 H. 6.2.2. The Lord Crommell 
Lord Treafurer, exhibits a Petition in Parlia- 
ment, wherein he faith, That the State and 
Neceflity of the King, and of the Realm have 
heen notified to the Three Eftates of the Land, 
Aflembled in Parliament. 1 Hf. 6. Cotton. The 
Queen Dowager in her Petition, mentioning 
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the Ratification made in Parliament. 9 H.5. 
{faith it was not Sworn by the King, but by the 
Three Eftates of the Kingdom of England, (cf 
affavoir Lez Prelatz, Nobles et Grands, et per les 
Communs de Mefme Le Royalm de Engleterre; 
That is to fay, By the Prelates, Nobles and 
Great Men, and by the Commons of the faid 
Realm. 

Inthe Appendix to the Rolls of Parliament, 
init H.6. The Duke of Bedford faith in his 
Petition to the King, dow that in your laft 
Parliament, Jt liked your Highne/s by the Advice 
of the Three Eftates of this isand to Wsl me, Ge, 

Feft. So much ‘or the Lawyer, now let us 
return: tothe Lolitician; let me die if he is not 
putting the Parliamcnt ina Way to Levy Mo- 
ney. What will bis Friend Robert Murray fay 
to him, lor taking up his Trade? If the Play- 
Houfe be fucha Sink of Lewdnefs as hewould 
have it, it ought not in any wife to be Tole- 
rated. But he is for any thing that will 
bring in Money, for the fame Reafon. as they 
have for keeping publick St: ws and Courtezans 
in Popifh Countries. And he'll fpeak to Mr. 
Juftice, the Parfon of his Parifh, and his Par- 
liament Men, which are two very Honeft Gen- 
tlemen in S——— to forward this Bill for a 
Tax of Five Shillings per Head on every one 
that goes into the Play-Houfe. I never heard 
that the Office of a Juftice of the Peace or a 
Parfon entitled any one to Vote for an Act of 
Parliament, that was not a Member of the 
Houf:, and if we have made four Eftates, he is 
gone beyond us now, and has made Five, 
which are King, Lords, and Commons, Mr. 
Jultice, and ‘ir. Parfon. 

Earnest. But what is the beft of all, we are 
like to be troubled with no more of his Coui2- 
tryman’s Nonfenfe forthe future. Tho’ . can. 
not take my leave of him withouc leit.ng 
thofe that are in Authority know what Per- 
nicious Tenents he ftands by now, that have 
been Exploded by the Common Suffrage of 
the moft Learned Univerity in the World, 
which we inferted in Numb, 23, and which he 
impudently fays, were burn'd by the Common 
Hangman, becaufe they were for Uzion, and 
against Slavery. God Preferve Her Majefty 
from fuch a Friend as this, who impudently 
Stiles himfelf Her Bef, and awaken thofe 
that are near Her, into a Senfe of the Dan- 
gers the Eftablifh’d Government is Threaten’d 
with, while fuch Infolent Fellows are permit- 
ted to blow the Trumpet: of Sedition in Her 
Majefty’s Capital City: And that Mr. Nob 
may know who it is that has done him thi, 
Kindnefs, it is one of his Zhree Fack Puddings 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

Tc are to give Notice to whom it may 
Concern, That not far from Weft minjter- 
Abby, there will fhortly be Difpofed of, by 
way of Auction, A Choice Colleétion of Divi- 
nity, and fuch Perfons as have any Law Books 
to Exchange, may put ’em off there toall Ad- 
vantage; For the Dr. has newly laid afide the 
better part, and got a Gown more proper for 
the Hall than the Abby. He may be {poken with 

oncea Week near St. Brides. 
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